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Hollywood sometimes gives us the imprg
sion that we are hardly living unless we 4
experiencing the spectacular. At the mov
we are treated
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God doesn't see things that way. He places a great valimmsa
quiet, ordinary days lived decently and responsibgulRvrote
to the Thessalonian believers, “...that you also aspilead a
quiet life, to mind your own business, and to work with yown
hands, as we commanded you...” He instructed Timothy to
for society’'s leaders “that we may lead a quiet anadgegale life
in all godliness and reverence — for this is good andpéaioke in
the sight of God our Savior.”

Quiet, peaceful days where we work hard and live redplgng
may not be make for a great Hollywood movie script, but tf
make for a good life in the eyes of God. When we look atesc
of the most spectacular men of the Bible we find thaig their

faithfulness in the quiet times that qualified them deefulness
in the dramatic ones. Daniel is often thought of as a mho

lived a dramatic, spectacular life. When he was

to thrilling car
chases, explo-
sions, heart-
pounding dan-
ger, and dra-
matic last
minute  res-
cues. All of
this makes for
a fun movie,
but makes our
own lives

interpreting dreams, he was sleeping with lions,

translating mysterious words written on the wall Iy

a body-less hand.

What we fail to realize is that
the book of Daniel simply
contains the spiritual high-
lights of his life. Daniel lived
to be a very old man, almos
surely into his mid or late
nineties. The book that bear
his name contains a handful @

look  pretty

dull by comparison. After all, who would g
see a movie based on one of our average
where we wake up, eat breakfast, go to wq
come home, eat dinner, help the kids w
their homework, watch TV, and go to bed?

Real life can definitely be dramatic, but f
most of us that is the exception and not
rule. Our years consist of 365 days, most
which are pretty ordinary and forgettab
There is a tendency to despise such day
insignificant and meaningless. We live for t
extraordinary. Thus, the first five months
the year don't really count for anything, b
the two weeks in June that we vacation
France — now that is living!

exciting experiences and a fey\
dreams and visions he had
interpreted. Daniel's life did
not consist of continual mira
cles and visions. The majority
of his days were spent as

civil servant to a succession of kings. Well over ninety g of

his days would have been ordinary and forgettable. Andusec
he was faithful in the ordinary things of life, God tbtrust him

with the extraordinary.

Faithfulness is sort of like Rodney Dangerfield — it doesrt'tage
lot of respect. Who ever attended a three-day semingaitbiful-
ness, or purchased a twelve-CD series on the subject? An
faithfulness is all important in the Christian lifend it is the
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Spirit of Grace Ministries is able t
carry on the work we do because G
moves on hearts to support this min
try. We do not receive tithes froi
members, like churches do. Ar
unlike ministries that focus upo
America, our overseas outreaches
not bring in money—they coS
money! Yet somehow God moves
the tender and sensitive hearts of (
friends, and the funds are provide
Would you consider partnering wit
us in 20097

prerequisite for greater spiritual blessings. Paul wyité is required in
." Jesus declares whb is faithful in
what is least is faithful also in much.”

stewards that one be found faithful

As we face the New Year, determine to be faithfuhm small, day to day

duties of your life. Treat people ki
sponsibilities, work hard. Steven S

a movie, but your Heavenly Father will be pleased. And know ybat
can be faithful... because Jesus Christ the Faithful One iivgsu!

ndly, keep your word,iliuffour re-
pielberg may never rgake life into

In order to help God's people becon

familiar with the fundamental truth
of the Scriptures Dennis has preparl
an audio series on CD title@lassic
Bible. In this 7-CD series Denni
teaches, verse by verse from some
the most foundational and key chd]
ters in the ScripturedUnderstanding
the truths of these passages is al
lutely essential to successful Christi
living and effective service to Christ.

Dennis is scheduled to go
Webuye, Kenya in February fa
our very first Spirit of Grace
School of Ministry graduatior
service. Around two years ag
we started our first school arn

gently completing their studie

us in thanking God for this firs

This important series is our gift to
all who would write and let us
know of their intention to be
Friends of Grace in 2009 A Friend
of Grace is someone who commits
support SOGM with a gift of $25 pd
month or more. (The contribution
can be in one sum or monthly). If yd
are already a Friend of Grace, jJ
send us a note requesting this sef
with your next contribution, and w
will send it to you.

currently in Lagos, Nigeria and Por

Dennis will also be traveling to Kampala, Ugandavhere we will be

graduation! We have schoo
t Blair, India asdlw

the students have been dili-

in preparation for ministry. Join
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establishing yet another school,
and then on to Kumi, Uganda

where he will be ministering in

crusade evangelism and a leader-
ship conference These projects are
a result of your prayers and finar
cial support of SOGM. Thank yol
for your heart for the body of Chris
worldwide!




